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Claim Amendments 

Claims 11-12 (canceled). 

13 . (amended) An optical pickup apparatus [as defined in claim 11], comprising ! 
^semiconductor lager and at least one light- receiving element formed in a single stem 
and positioned such that said semiconductor laser emits light ray flux along a first 
optical path through an objective lens onto an optical recording medium in a form 
of a small spot to facilitate operation of recording, rep roducing and/or erasing of 
o ptical information, and such that said at least one light-rece iving element 
receives light From a second optical path that is at least partially different from 
said first optical path: and 
a uniaxial crystal plate having a discontinuous s urface and being disposed in said first 

optical path between said semiconductor laser and the objective lens; 
wherein said at least one light^receiving element formed on said stem consists of two 
pieces of two-divisional light^eceiving elements respectively having dividing directions different 
from each other, and a height of one of said light-receiving elements is the same as a height of 
said semiconductor laser, while a height of another one of said light-receiving elements is 
different from said height of said semiconductor laser. 

14. (amended) An optical pickup apparatus as defined in claim [1 1] H, wherein [a] the 
uniaxial crystal plate is hermetically sealed urmarily in a package containing said semiconductor 
laser and said light-receiving element therein. 
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Claims 29-42 (canceled). 
Claims 44-52 (canceled). 

5^ ( ne w) An optical pjckun apparatus as defined in claim 13. further comprising^ 
rnnimator lens located between the uniaxial c rystal nlate and the optical recording medium. 

5^ (new) An ontical nick np ap paratus a s defined in claim 1 3, wherein an incident plain 
a.rfarp. of the uniaxial crystal plate is no t perpendicular to the optical axis. 

55. ( neW ) An optical nickiro appar atus as defined in claim 13, wherein the 
■»mir»nrt,i«mr laser, t he light-receivin g element, the uniaxial crystal plate apd the objective len s 
are mounted unitarilv to form a unitary optical pickup p ortion. 

5^ (new) An optical pickup apparatus ^ defined in claim 55. wherein the unitary optical 
pirlrup portion is accommodated i n «n actuator movable portion which can be moved both in _ a 
tracking direction and in a focusing direction. 

2k ( n ew) An optical p ir.knp a ppar atus as dermal in claim 13. wherein the 
c^W.ftnduciQr la?™- th». li^ht-rereivine eleme nt , t h e uni axi al cry stal plate and the objective lens 
«m accommodated in an actuato r movable portion which can he moved both in a tracking , 
direction and in a focusinc direction. 
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58. (new) An optical pickup apparatus as define d in claim 1 3. wherein the optical disc 
apparatus is an optical pickup. 

59. (new) An optical disc system comprising th e optical disc apparatus as defined in 
claim 13. 

6Q, (new) A method of directing incident light onto an optical recording m ediuyn and 
delecting reflected light therefro n-^ comprising: 

p.mittin p light flux from a light source along an emitting direction; 

rflnsinfl said light flux emitted from s aid light source in said emitting direction to travel 

along a first optical path through a unia xial crystal plate to an objective lens in a 

form of a small spot to facilitate ope ration of recording, reproducing and/or 

erasina of optical information, 
^id uniaxial crystal plate havin g a discontinuous surface and being disposed in said first 

nptir.nl path between said light source an d the objective lensj 
PAiwinp; lip ht rav flux reflected from the optical r ecording medium to travel to at least one 

light-receivin g, element through said u n iaxial crystal plate and along a second 

o ptical path that is at least partially different from said first optical p ath, 
wherein said light source and said at least one l i ght-receiving element are formed in a 

single stem, and 

^rein said at least one light-receiving element for med on said st em consists of tw o 
pieces of Lwn-divisional light-receiving elements respectively having dividing, 
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directions different from each other, and a hei&ht of one of said light-receiving 
elements is the same as a height of said light source, while a height of another one 
of said light-receiving elements is different from said height of said light source. 
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